\}jg%"%‘\%y " .
4 5%}3§§§§’1§§§§ a}; ,

L
L
%%

.
-
L

i




Community Water Fluoridation

he safety and benefits of fluoride are well documented.
For over 70 years, U.S. citizens have benefited from drink-
ing water containing fluoride, leading to
better dental health. Drinking fluoridat-
ed water keeps the teeth strong and has éé
reduced tooth decay by approximately 25
percent in children and adults.

Opver the past several decades, there have

been major improvements in oral health.

Still, tooth decay remains one of the most

common chronic diseases of childhood.

Community water fluoridation has been identified as the most
cost-effective methed of delivering fluoride to all members of
the community regardless of age, educational attainment, or
income level,

Nearly all water contains some fluotide but usually not enough
10 help prevent tooth decay or cavities. Public water systems
can add the right amount of fluoride to the local drinking
water to prevent tooth decay. Community water fluoridation
is recommended by neatly all public health, medical, and
dental organizations in the U.S. Because of its contribution
to the dramatic decline in tooth decay, the CDC named
community water fluoridation one of the greatest public
health achievements of the 20th century. (Courtesy of CDC,
cde.gov/fluoridation)

Public Meetings

’I"he Village of East Palestine has regu-
larly scheduled council meetings the
second and fourth Monday of each month
at 7:00 pan. in the Village Municipal
Building, 85 North Market Street. /

Where Does My Water Come From?

he water supply for the Village of Ease Palestine comes

from an alluvial sand-and-gravel aquifer flowing from the
northwest. There are five wells ranging from 50 to 100 feet
deep at the water plant. These wells supplied 146.3 million
gallons of water to the system in 2022.

Thousands have lived without
love, not one without water”

Water Treatment Process S

he Village of East Palestine pulls water
from five wells located around the
Fast Palestine Water
Plant. Treatment is
achieved by the use
of four pressure
filters designed to
remove iron and
manganese  from
the raw water to meet U.S. EPA stan-
dards. Chlorine gas is used for disinfec-
tion, and fluoride is added to promote strong teeth, as man-

dated by the U.S. EPA.

—W.H. Auden

Important Health Information

Some people may be more vulnerable to contami-
nants in drinking water than the general population.
Immunocompromised persons such as persons with cancer
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ
transplanis, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system
disorders, some elderly, and infants may be particula.rly at risk
from infections. These people should seek advice about drink-
ing water from their health care providers. The U.S. EPA/CDC
{Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the
tisk of infection by Cryptosporidium and
other microbial con-
taminants are avail-
able from the Safe
Drinking Water
Hotline at (800} 426-
4791 or htep://water.
epa.gov/drink/

hotline.

QUESTEONS? For more information about

this report, or for any questions relating to your drinking
water, please contact Scote Wolfe, Water Department
Superintendent, or Denny Griffith, Water Department
Foreman, ac {330) 426-4367, ext. 11,
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What Are PFAS?

er- and polyfluorcalkyl substances (PFAS) are a group of manu-

factured chemicals used worldwide since the 1950s to make fluo-
ropolymer coatings and products that resist hea, oil, stains, grease,
and water. During production and use, PFAS can migrate into the
soil, water, and air. Most PFAS do not break down; they remain in
the environment, ultimately finding their way into drinking water.
Because of their widespread use and their persistence in the environ-
ment, PFAS are found all over the world at low levels. Some PEAS
can build up in people and animals with repeated exposure over time.

The most commonly studied PFAS are perfluorooctanocic acid
(PFOA) and perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS). PFOA and PFOS
have been phased out of production and use in the United States, but
other countries may still manufacture and use them.,

Some products that may contain PFAS include:

hd Some grcasc-resistant papcr, fast fOOd contajners/wrappcrs,
microwave popcorn bags, pizza boxes

» Nonstick cookware

» Stain-resistant coatings used on carpets, upholstery, and other
fabrics

» Water-resistant clothing

* Personal care products {shampoo, dental floss) and cosmetics
{nail polish, eye makeup)

* Cleaning products
« Taints, varnishes, and sealants

Even though recent efforts to remove PFAS have reduced the
likelihood of exposure, some products may still contain them. If you
have questions or concerns about produets you use in your home,
contact the Consumer Product Safety Commission at (800} 638-
2772. For a more detailed discussion on PFAS, please visit htep://bit.
ly/3Z5AMmS.

Lead in Home Plumbing

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems,
especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drink-
ing water is primarily from materials and components associated with
service lines and home plumbing. We are responsible for provid-
ing high-quality drinking water, but we cannot control the variety
of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has
been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for
lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to two minutes
before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned
about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.
A list of laboratories certified in the state of Ohio to test for lead
may be found at htep://www.cpa.ohio.gov/ddagw or by calling (614)
644-2752. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods,
and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800} 426-4791 or at www.epa.gov/

safewater/lead.




Source Water Assessment

ment findings are summarized below:

A- source water assessment has been completed for our system. The purpose of the assessment is to determine the suscepti-

ility of our drinking water source to potential contaminant sources. The report includes background information and a
relative susceptibility rating of higher, moderate, or lower. It is important to understand that a susceptibility rating of higher
does not imply poor water quality, only the system’s potential to become contaminated within the assessment area. The assess-

Groundwater © Higher, based on the following:
~» Lack of protective layer of clay, shale, or other overlying the aquifer = 2021
* Shallow depth (less than 39 feet below ground surface) :
~* Presence of significant potential contaminants in the protection area

If you would like a copy of our assessment report, please call (330} 426-4367, ext. 11.

v

Benefits of Chlorination

Disinfcction, a chemical process used to control disease-
causing microorganisms by killing or inactivating them,
is unquestionably the most important step in drinking water
treatment. By far, the most common method of disinfection in
North America is chlorination.

Before communities began routinely treating drinking water
with chlorine (starting with Chicago and Jersey City in
1908), cholera, typhoid fever, dysentery, and hepatids A
killed thousands of U.S. residents annually. Drinking water
chlorination and filtration have helped to virtually eliminate
these diseases in the U.S. Significant strides in public health are
directly linked to the adoption of drinking water chlorination.
In fact, the filtration of drinking water and the use of chlorine
are probably the most significant public health advancements
in human history.

How chlorination works:

Potent Germicide Reduction of many disease-causing
microorganisms in drinking water to almost immeasurable
levels.

Taste and Odor Reduction of many disagreeable tastes
and odors from foul-smelling algae secretions, sulfides, and
decaying vegetation.

Biological Growth Elimination of slime bacteria, molds, and
algae that commonly grow in water supply reservoirs, on the
walls of water mains, and in storage tanks.

Chemical Removal of hydrogen sulfide (which has a rotten
egg odor), ammonia, and other nitrogenous compounds that
have unpleasant tastes and hinder disinfection. It also helps to
remove iron and manganese from raw water.

Water Main Flushing

Distribution mains (pipes) convey water to homes, busi-
nesses, and hydrants in your neighborhood. The water
entering distribution mains is of very high quality; however,
water quality can deteriorate in areas of the diseribution mains
over time. Water main flushing is the process of cleaning the
interior of water distribution mains by sending a rapid ﬂow
of water through the

mains.

Flushing maintains
water quality in several
ways. For example,
flushing  removes
sediments like iron
and manganese.
Although iron and
manganese do not
pose health concerns,
they can affect the
taste, clarity; and color
of the water. Additionally, sediments can shield microorganisms
from the disinfecting power of chlorine, contributing to the
growth of microorganisms within distribution mains. Flushing
helps remove stale water and ensures the presence of fresh
water with sufficient dissolved oxygen and disinfectant levels
and an acceptable taste and smell.

During flushing operations in your neighborhood, some
short-term deterioration of water quality, though uncommon,
is possible. You should avoid tap water for household uses at
that time. If you do use the tap, allow your cold water to run
for a few minutes at full velocity before use and avoid using
hot water to prevent sediment accumulation in your hot
water tank. Please contact us if you have any questions or if
you would like more information on our water main flushing

schedule.
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